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The first part of the book contains the writings pertaining to the March 1st Movement that
served as the anchor of Schofield’s love for Korea. The March 1st Movement in 1919 was a
critical event that allowed Schofield to personally experience the depth of the Korean heart,
and he evaluates almost every event of the modern history of Korea based on the spirit of the
March 1st Movement. To him, the March 1st Movement symbolized “the spirit of Korea.”The
second part of the book contains the writings of Schofield as the reformer who fought against
the injustice and corruption. Regardless of who his opponent was, be it Japan or the Korean
government or an individual Korean, Schofield fought against injustice and dishonesty
throughout his lifetime. The words that appear most frequently in his writings are “corruption”
and “dishonesty.” The March 1st Movement was a movement of resistance to corruption and
dishonesty, and the spirit of Schofield’s resistance to the corruption and dishonesty of the
Korean society lies in his criticism of Rhee Syngman and support of the early led by Park
Chung-hee.The third section of the book includes the writings of Schofield as a friend of the
weak, orphans, and women of Korea. Not only did he show great interest in the weak, including
the women who had suffered from hardship in prison after their protests against Japan, he
taught English to middle and high school students and encouraged their dreams for the future.
He encouraged youths to dream and overcome adversity as far away as in Suncheon. Grandpa
Schofield, who helped orphanages and nursery schools out of his own pocket, was a friendly
tiger like the figure in a Korean folktale who told stories to ladies and children with a tobacco
pipe in his mouth.The fourth part of the book contains the writings of Schofield that concern
Christianity. He didn’t treat theological themes or doctrinal issues primarily. Nor did he leave
sermons or hold lectures on Christianity. However, he emphasized Jesus’ love for neighbors
and personal holiness more than any missionaries and embodied the spirit of Jesus in his own
life. Particularly, “Thoughts of the Time,” which appeared in The Korea Times as a series,
demonstrates the depth of the life and mind of an old Christian who understood the depth of
life.

Gordon Gano—Violent Femmes"The Great Wall of China and the Salton Sea is filled with
things I never before had the pleasure of knowing or thinking about. I really like this
book!"Publishers Weekly"An explication of the mundane inside notions of the colossal or the
grand, and a model of how to truly live and appreciate the world. Rathbun's eclectic book will
be enjoyed by a wide readership of seekers."Debbie Blue—author of Consider the
Birds"Because Russell Rathbun clearly loves the human race even as he hilariously unravels
tales of our folly, you'll come out of this book feeling more hopeful than you thought possible in
the throes of environmental crisis and the reign of the machine. In Rathbun's deft and
observant meditations, mercy always wins."Morgan Meis—contributor to the New Yorker"I want
to read everything Russell Rathbun has written-he's funny and honest and attuned to the tragic
and to the absurd. His prose has made me laugh out loud, and it has made me cry. I cannot
recommend The Great Wall of China and the Salton Sea more highly."Nadia Bolz-Weber—
from the foreword"The way [Rathbun] plays with the Flood and the Tower of Babel stories from
Genesis in this book is brilliant. . . . This book will change the way you understand these stories
in history, and in the Bible, and most importantly, in the story we're living now." --This text refers
to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorRussell Rathbun is a writer, speaker, and



blogger who brings his irreverent sense of humor and curiosity to often-overlooked subjects. A
founding pastor of House of Mercy in Saint Paul, Minnesota (once named "the Best Church for
Non-Churchgoers"), he has been regularly featured on Minnesota Public Radio and is also the
author of Post-Rapture Radio. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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fifty years have already passed since the thirty-three national representatives declared
independence from Japan in an assertive voice in the form of a declaration on March 1, 1919.
At that time, the news was unpleasant and sank the hearts of the Japanese officials, who had
firmly believed the Koreans had been thoroughly assimilated by Japan. How could they (the
Japanese) mention their accomplishments now they had lost face?At 2:10 p.m. on that day, the
hundreds of students gathered at Pagoda Park burst out their emotions that had been
suppressed nearly a decade with shouts of, “Hail, hail independence!” Citizens living near the
park were startled by the thunderous sounds. The students, pouring out of the park gate, ran
on the streets of Jongro, throwing copies of the Declaration of Independence they had hidden
out onto the street. The new world where self-determination of weak nations is fulfilled, as
President Wilson argued, had begun. The demonstrating students paused a moment when
they reached the gate of Deoksu Palace to pay homage to the deceased King Kojong.However,
now those who had gathered without knowing why heard the news of independence and lifted
up shouts; joy and excitement swept over everyone once again. The plaza before the city hall
began to fill with people. Seoul was already packed with those who flocked to see the funeral of
King Kojong, and they witnessed the birth of the nation on the first of March, a piece of good
news to bring to their homes.Asked to be the photographer of this occasion by Mr. Lee Gap-
seong, I began to become impatient. The human wave pouring out of the park was fast-
moving, but the wave of humans that had filled everywhere was a bigger problem. I had to find
a location where I could look down on the demonstrating crowd, no matter the cost. In order to
do that, I had no choice but to enter the area sectioned off for the Japanese. I walked up to the
second floor of a Japanese cake store, went out to the patio without taking off my shoes after
noticing the door leading to the bedroom was open, and quickly pressed the shutter. Upon
quickly coming out of that place, I came across the owner and told him thankful words, but his
response was impolite. The picture came out really well, though.The news of the March 1st
Movement spread rapidly. Korea gained independence. The darkness of a life of slavery was
over and the days of liberation came. They were sure of this. Students shouted “hail
independence” deep into the night. Even after curfew, these illegal shouts continued and they
lifted the morale of the citizens and made fun of the Japanese police and soldiers. The number
of policemen gradually increased. Around 4:30 in the afternoon on that same day, policemen
on horseback appeared and began to push away the people gathered before the city hall. After
it grew dark, I stopped by the house of Mr. Yi Yong-seol, a man who was involved in the
movement, and shared our agreement that the movement had a good beginning.
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hearts of the Japanese officials, who had firmly believed the Koreans had been thoroughly
assimilated by Japan. How could they (the Japanese) mention their accomplishments now they
had lost face?At 2:10 p.m. on that day, the hundreds of students gathered at Pagoda Park burst
out their emotions that had been suppressed nearly a decade with shouts of, “Hail, hail
independence!” Citizens living near the park were startled by the thunderous sounds. The
students, pouring out of the park gate, ran on the streets of Jongro, throwing copies of the
Declaration of Independence they had hidden out onto the street. The new world where self-
determination of weak nations is fulfilled, as President Wilson argued, had begun. The
demonstrating students paused a moment when they reached the gate of Deoksu Palace to
pay homage to the deceased King Kojong.However, now those who had gathered without
knowing why heard the news of independence and lifted up shouts; joy and excitement swept
over everyone once again. The plaza before the city hall began to fill with people. Seoul was
already packed with those who flocked to see the funeral of King Kojong, and they witnessed
the birth of the nation on the first of March, a piece of good news to bring to their homes.Asked
to be the photographer of this occasion by Mr. Lee Gap-seong, I began to become impatient.
The human wave pouring out of the park was fast-moving, but the wave of humans that had
filled everywhere was a bigger problem. I had to find a location where I could look down on the
demonstrating crowd, no matter the cost. In order to do that, I had no choice but to enter the
area sectioned off for the Japanese. I walked up to the second floor of a Japanese cake store,
went out to the patio without taking off my shoes after noticing the door leading to the bedroom
was open, and quickly pressed the shutter. Upon quickly coming out of that place, I came
across the owner and told him thankful words, but his response was impolite. The picture came
out really well, though.The news of the March 1st Movement spread rapidly. Korea gained
independence. The darkness of a life of slavery was over and the days of liberation came. They
were sure of this. Students shouted “hail independence” deep into the night. Even after curfew,
these illegal shouts continued and they lifted the morale of the citizens and made fun of the
Japanese police and soldiers. The number of policemen gradually increased. Around 4:30 in
the afternoon on that same day, policemen on horseback appeared and began to push away
the people gathered before the city hall. After it grew dark, I stopped by the house of Mr. Yi
Yong-seol, a man who was involved in the movement, and shared our agreement that the
movement had a good beginning.With a simple sketch about the March 1st Movement, one
might be able to guess what all the demonstrations that took place in most of the major cities
and towns in the nation must have looked like.
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hearts of the Japanese officials, who had firmly believed the Koreans had been thoroughly
assimilated by Japan. How could they (the Japanese) mention their accomplishments now they
had lost face?At 2:10 p.m. on that day, the hundreds of students gathered at Pagoda Park burst
out their emotions that had been suppressed nearly a decade with shouts of, “Hail, hail
independence!” Citizens living near the park were startled by the thunderous sounds. The
students, pouring out of the park gate, ran on the streets of Jongro, throwing copies of the
Declaration of Independence they had hidden out onto the street. The new world where self-
determination of weak nations is fulfilled, as President Wilson argued, had begun. The
demonstrating students paused a moment when they reached the gate of Deoksu Palace to
pay homage to the deceased King Kojong.However, now those who had gathered without
knowing why heard the news of independence and lifted up shouts; joy and excitement swept
over everyone once again. The plaza before the city hall began to fill with people. Seoul was
already packed with those who flocked to see the funeral of King Kojong, and they witnessed
the birth of the nation on the first of March, a piece of good news to bring to their homes.Asked
to be the photographer of this occasion by Mr. Lee Gap-seong, I began to become impatient.
The human wave pouring out of the park was fast-moving, but the wave of humans that had
filled everywhere was a bigger problem. I had to find a location where I could look down on the
demonstrating crowd, no matter the cost. In order to do that, I had no choice but to enter the
area sectioned off for the Japanese. I walked up to the second floor of a Japanese cake store,
went out to the patio without taking off my shoes after noticing the door leading to the bedroom
was open, and quickly pressed the shutter. Upon quickly coming out of that place, I came
across the owner and told him thankful words, but his response was impolite. The picture came
out really well, though.The news of the March 1st Movement spread rapidly. Korea gained
independence. The darkness of a life of slavery was over and the days of liberation came. They
were sure of this. Students shouted “hail independence” deep into the night. Even after curfew,
these illegal shouts continued and they lifted the morale of the citizens and made fun of the
Japanese police and soldiers. The number of policemen gradually increased. Around 4:30 in
the afternoon on that same day, policemen on horseback appeared and began to push away
the people gathered before the city hall. After it grew dark, I stopped by the house of Mr. Yi
Yong-seol, a man who was involved in the movement, and shared our agreement that the
movement had a good beginning.With a simple sketch about the March 1st Movement, one
might be able to guess what all the demonstrations that took place in most of the major cities
and towns in the nation must have looked like.The reason Seoul saw less violence than other
places was due to the presence of numerous foreigners. Soon, such demonstrations spread to
every nook and cranny of the country as hatred for the Japanese rulers had been surging.
Most of the Japanese in Korea were unkind, unrefined, and uncultured. They were either cruel
military, or rough and violent policemen, or petty officials who thought Koreans were inferior to
them in every way. Koreans were experiencing huge economic losses because of well-
organized looters such as the Oriental Development Company or the Japanese. Namely, just
as the pen is more excellent than the sword, though they had advanced culture, Koreans were
weak and indecisive, and Japan, with a culture steeped in emperor worship and an extremely
feudal and militaristic atmosphere, conquered Korea. If it were not Japan but Rome, with its
great interest in justice in law apart from its military techniques and emperor worship, it would
have succeeded in conquering Korea completely. In terms of legal justice, it would be difficult to
find an empire that would rival Rome.Early on, Mr. Lee sang-jae once said to the Japanese
governor-general, “You do not deserve to rule others since you do not know really know how to
distinguish between what is trivial and what is important. Think about how you became angry



and sent a corps of firefighters because Koreans painted the taegeukgi, the national flag of
Korea, on the Dongnimmun (Independence) Gate”. The taegeukgi inscribed on Donngnimmun
Gate was beautifully painted during the March 1st Movement. At that time, it was illegal to
possess a taegeukgi or a history book not recognized by the authorities.It is important that
almost every citizen, whether they had received higher education or were ignorant, fought in
whatever form they could for a week to ten days. The populace was united as one at that time.
One good example is that all the stores on the streets of Jongro were closed for five days. The
merchants demonstrated they were also in accord with the March 1st Movement. A couple of
days later, they were ordered to open their stores. However, they refused to obey the
command. Then the Japanese police began to demand that they choose either to open their
stores or be taken to the police station. When the policemen were at the doors, they began to
slowly open, but shut after they left.At the news of a massacre, I ran to Suwon.Let us do the
work worthy of the Korean people.The rumors reached Seoul that Japanese policemen,
soldiers, and military policemen massacred the residents of Jeam-ri. That was so grand it had
to be authenticated whether it was true or not. As I could not receive a travel permit, I took my
bike and went to Suwon on a train bound for Busan in the morning. With the help of a farmer, I
could arrive at Jeam-ri without going through police substations and MP checkpoints. When I
went around a river on a rice field, a scene unfolded itself before my eyes that I cannot forget
even now. The village was torched and smoke went up here and there.Some twenty military
policemen and soldiers were lined up in a single line, ladies standing before them as they were
interrogated. The Japanese were alarmed at the sight of a foreigner. An officer approached me.
He asked me through an interpreter why I was at the village. I begged him to let me know the
truth since I was there after hearing a terrible rumor. He replied he didn’t know anything
because an investigation was underway. When I asked him, “Isn’t it true that there are only
ladies, but no man, in this village?” I could not get any information. No one tried to talk to me.
All the villagers were scared.I turned to Suchon. When I reached a hill where I could look down
at the village, I was surprised when one old lady asked me, “Are you a Christian?” When I said,
“Yes,” she told me to go and check out the acts the Japanese soldiers committed. In the middle
of the night when everyone was asleep, Japanese soldiers set fire to a thatched-roof house.
Almost half of the village’s thatched-roof houses were burned. It was their revenge for the
protest.A man lay in a room with his arm stabbed by a sword. Japanese soldiers occupied this
village for several days, and the villagers were all fearful of their return. It was late afternoon
when I returned to Jeam-ri. All the Japanese officials were gone, and the poor ladies who had
lost their husbands gathered around me with their children and told me all the tragedies they
had experienced until then.Several days after I left tragic Jeam-ri, I went to Suncheon,
Northern Pyongan Province, where seven or eight injured students had been hospitalized at a
hospital run by missionaries. The police had arrested numerous demonstrating students and
decided to teach a lesson so they wouldn’t demonstrate any more. Each day, they had a
student hung on a board shaped like a cross, and gave them thirty lashes. Within days,
numerous students lost their lives and survivors had been hospitalized.The police chief of
Sinuiju police station was tipped off. A band of policemen was urgently gathered and arrived at
the hospital while I was taking pictures. Their leader was extremely angry at me and yelled at
me, “You shouldn’t take pictures,” while blocking the camera lens. I showed him something very
valuable. It was a name card of Kojima that implicitly showed I was a friend of General Kojima,
who was the commander of the Japanese Army stationed in Joseon. Since his name card was
hard to obtain, it worked miracles by when changing the attitude of Japanese officials who
were hard to deal with. However, it was different this time. Although I received the name card



back, I was evicted from the hospital. Afterwards, I returned to Seoul, met with Kojima, and
explained my situation to him, but he was upset and criticized me, saying I was causing an
international dispute.It was evident that I could not do anything significant in Korea. Everyone
from Hasegawa, a prominent militarist and the governor-general, to low-ranking policemen and
soldiers all believed the way to calm Korean was violence. I quietly went to Tokyo and met with
Hara Takashi, the Prime Minister, Kaneko, Kintaro, Shibata, and Saburo, who was the
chairman of the National Diet, Abe, and Isu, etc. I soon found out two things after meeting with
them. The first was that they were in the dark about what was taking place in Korea because of
the tricks of the military, and another was that the Japanese in Japan were different from those
in Korea. The Japanese in Japan were cultured and treated Koreans as equals. However, their
counterparts in Korea believed Koreans were inferior to them and treated Koreans
accordingly.As I conclude the story of the heroics during the March 1st Movement, which
people frequently heard about, I’d like to wish earnestly that all of us would do something, even
something small, that is worthy of the great hardship the Korean people are facing. One can
see hundreds of students lined up in front of the National Library for the door to open on a
winter morning. There is no other place where they can study because their homes are too
small and loud. No matter how grand a memorial ceremony is, no matter how solemn a statue
might be, a memorial ceremony and a statue themselves cannot let the spirit of the March 1st
Movement live, and it is clear that the spirit of the March 1st Movement will fade away without
actions of love and justice.If at all possible, we have to establish a March 1st student research
hall near Pagoda Park. A just society must come to fruition before an abundant society or a
welfare state can be established. This alone is the way to bring strength to the present world
that vainly seeks security. Plato said in A.D. 600 that the creature that most resembles God
among all creations is the just man.Dong-A Daily (February 28, 1969 & March 1, 1969) Pagoda
Park(K)The following piece is a special reflection of Dr. Schofield, a Canadian, sent to our main
headquarters. Dr. Schofield witnessed the March 1st Movement in the year of Gimi, and
photographed the historical scenes of the time against all odds at the request of Mr. Lee Gap-
seong.Certain place names or people’s names create great inspiration in our hearts even when
we hear them, and the past vividly reminds us of heroic actions. No name can give us more
inspiration than the words “Pagoda Park” in the history of Korea. Words such as Pagoda Park
are rare because the declaration of independence at Pagoda Park on March 1, 1919, truly
announced the revival of Korea. The ten years of Japan’s policy of assimilation stole from
Koreans the hope to live once again in a free, independent country. In other words, they lost
the hope of living together with others while growing in a free, creative manner.However, there
were many who did not let their convictions be broken in the face of severe suffering and
despairing corruption. The convictions of the thirty-three patriots who signed the Declaration of
Independence spread to the whole country, and as a result, everyone harbored a new hope
and fought against the threat of the oppressors, responding with thunderous shouts of “hail!”
Pagoda Park will always remain as this great symbol of hope.On March 1st, we have no choice
but to be thankful to those who ignored their own safety, fought against the violence of the
oppressors, and declared freedom and independence with their convictions. Most of them left
the world without seeing liberation, but we have inherited the freedom they fought for risking
their own lives. Today as we praise and admire their courage and conviction, we will have to
make a new resolution to preserve the invaluable gift of freedom we have inherited.Those who
cannot speak for the suffering and the weak are slaves. Those who withdraw with mouths shut
from the truth they have to consider, but do know how to hate, sneer at, or curse the
oppressors are slaves as well. Slaves are also those who will not agree because there are only



a few, even though it is the right thing to do.Tassel LowellChosun Daily (March 1, 1959) The
Victory of Righteousness, Courage, and Freedom(K)The encouragement and a warning from
Dr. Schofield regarding the success of the April 19th Movement.Dr. Schofield always said, “I
find the spirit of the Korean people still living in students.” Impressed with the great movement
of the students, Dr. Schofield visited our main headquarters and gave the following talk to his
beloved Korean people.A Message of Appreciation and Warning to the Korean PeopleJesus
Christ said that everything will be prosperous if one first seeks the righteousness of God.
Confucius said learning for one thousand days is not enough to do good things, but learning for
one hour is enough to do evil things. Today we celebrated a great victory. This victory is the
victory of righteousness, courage, and freedom against all other elements belonging to an ugly
kind, such as dictatorship, corruption, cruelty, and evil. We should never forget that the
monstrous evil, which made people cower in fear and threatened to destroy democracy and
honor with tyranny and contempt, was challenged and destroyed by the courage and sacrifice
of students. We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to these courageous male and female
students. It was not only the solemn manifestation of courage and morally righteous
indignation, but it was also the revival of the heroic spirit of the March 1st Independence
Movement.Now I am going to give you a word of warning. We face a situation where the victory
of our young adults might be offset by the foolishness of us adults. First of all, we need to
recognize the destruction of evil is not the same as the establishment of righteousness.
Second, we have to make sure we put national interests first and foremost before personal or
political interests. Third, during the extremely challenging transition period when things change
from the political chaos and the abrupt weakening of authority to the formation of a government
with healthy functions, we have to exercise patience, tolerance, and trust, and criticism should
be constructive. The evil that made the life of a nation impure can’t be eradicated overnight or
within a year. It simply takes time. Fourth, we have to refrain from revenge and persecution of
those who unavoidably and passively accepted the evil of the previous government. “Hail
independence!”Dong-A Daily (April 28, 1960) March 1st Movement(K)The scene where I saw
the many crowds, who did not care about their lives, fought bare-handed and bravely against
the authority of imperialism, and demanded freedom, was unforgettable and splendid.Hope Is
RevivedOn March 1, 1919, the Korean people, with the students leading the way, finally
declared freedom and independence after ten years of silence and humiliation from the
Japanese rulers who created the new idea that Koreans and Japanese share the same
ancestors and roots. This resistance that began on March 1st lasted for several months, the
sounds of “hail independence” reverberated in every nook and cranny of the nation, and jails
across Korea were packed with patriots like a tram full of passengers. Mr. Lee Gap-seong
asked me to take photos. That is why I very professionally photographed the crowd gathered at
Pagoda Park. The rank and file of Korea did not care about imprisonment, torture and lashes,
or even death, as they committed themselves to this tragic event. They firmly believed freedom
was the fruit of their tears and that independence would surely come at the end of their
tribulation.Betrayed HopeFreedom and liberation finally came to this land in 1945. However,
many people who had anticipated the freedom and independence of their country and suffered
from such trouble were long gone. The patriot Rhee Syngman held power. Although all the
people trusted him, he was old and stubborn and loved power only. He was soon surrounded
by those who flattered him, and they focused on loving power and money only for their own
sakes and for the sake of their Liberal Party. They became rich, corrupt, and arrogant. They
also deceived the hope of those Koreans living in Japan. Truly they did not consider their own
people even a little bit.The new National Security Law they established was not used to arrest



the communists who tried to infiltrate into the South from the North, but to capture their political
enemies. The police and gangs were their agents, and rich entrepreneurs their friends. But evil
always ends tragically. The anger of the people exploded when they saw the courageous
citizens who opposed the regime of Rhee Syngman shot and struck down in the presidential
election on March 15, 1960, and people, with the students at the forefront, toppled the corrupt
and violent regime of Rhee Syngman and his faithful servant Yi Gi-boong.Hope Is
ExtinguishedMr. Jang Myeon’s Democratic Party took power with a transparent election and a
stack of promises. Although hope began to revive with the Democratic Party, the budding hope
soon changed to despair. Reform became an empty word, and the Democratic Party threw the
April 19th Revolt into oblivion through their inner-party biting and devouring of each other. All
kinds of corruption became rampant, and even a blind man could see that the goal of the
government was to maintain their regime.Everything progressed in accordance with the
orthodox democratic way, and this was pleasing to some minority of Americans, but nothing
changed the fact that the national security of Korea was declining daily. The increasing chaos
in Korea gave joy to North Korea, and South Korea was reduced to a very weak and leaderless
country.Hope Revives AgainBlind to this democratic slogan, several sacrificial and patriotic
soldiers faced the dangerous situation of a Korea that was wandering like a ship without a
captain or a compass. They decided to take emergency action. They took over the Korean
government at dawn on May 16th. They possessed the spirit of March 1st of true patriotism,
sacrifice, ideologies, and endless courage instead of certain myths. They decided to carry out
the following five things:1. They fought against any form of corruption wherever it was. Under
the leadership of General Park Chung-hee, they knew very well that an authentic democracy
cannot function completely in a corrupt country. They fought this corruption and won big, and
are still fighting.2. They believed that millions of poor farmers must be saved from the debt that
would oppress them with interest rates of two to six percent.3. They practiced and promoted
simplicity and frugality.4. They felt the need to train the people in this country where morality
could not be found anywhere.A plan of large-scale industrialization commenced. General Park
and the Supreme Council are making every effort to make Korea an autonomous country. The
success of their efforts absolutely depends upon whether the people cooperate or not. If we
possess the spirit of the March 1st Movement, characterized by duty, true patriotism, and a
strong sacrificial spirit, Korea will succeed, but if we simply watch, we will fail for
certain.Another word I want to add is that the power of Korea, especially the power of the
Korean Church, is un-categorically essential in raising the morale of the people, but it lacks that
power. The church is sleeping and fighting over doctrines and ecclesiastical authority. The
Korean Church is currently far away from a huge movement to rebuild Korea. The Korean
Church needs to repent, unite, and should not spare any strength and mental guidance to this
decisive movement. “Hail independence!”Dong-A Daily (March 2, 1962) March 1, 1919–Back
Then–and March 1, 1963–Now(K)For the occasion of the March 1st Independence Movement
Day, Dr. Schofield sent us the following intellectual piece, which is a mixture of reflection on the
past movement and several things our people must bear in mind for now and for the future
through the spirit of March 1st.March 1st of the Year of GimiThe first day of March, 1919 will
remain an unforgettable day in the history of Korea because it was the day when the thirty-
three patriots started their resistance movement against the tyrannical politics of Japan. The
ten years of humiliation from the policies of Japan that forfeited national sovereignty and
attempted to assimilate Koreans into Japan was both a tragedy and a bitter experience. The
rich freedom and language, customs, and traditions from the old were gradually beginning to
disappear under the annually worsening oppression.Leaders of the March 1st Movement



clearly knew the problem. They figured the only hope for survival was to declare independence
nationwide, and if that did not take place, Korea would become a subject nation within
years.The organization of the independence movement was great, and its execution
demonstrated unusual courage. This resistance in which all cities and rural areas participated
already lasted for several months before the Japanese police and military policemen could
oppress the defiant populace and suppress the outcry of “hail independence.” The cost was not
freedom, but imprisonment or ruin, even death itself. However, though it failed outwardly, the
people won a mental victory. Even though Japan’s imperialistic policy could continue, the
forfeiture of the national sovereignty or the assimilation of Koreans into Japan became only
empty talk. The Korean people came to understand all problems clearly and fought ceaselessly
against all kinds of threats that tried to steal and destroy the treasure hidden in their hearts. If
there was any competition among leaders, it was not for positions or power but for suffering
and service.March 1st of the Year of GyemyoToday we see Korea divided. The grand, rough,
picturesque land in the North is being ruled by enemies obsessed with a new imperialism,
which makes the Japanese imperialism simply fade in comparison. Their politics are inhumane
and destructive, and if necessary, they annihilate things. The South is in the process of
recovery after emergency surgery because of the malignant corruption that had spread
throughout the South. General Park, who is like a surgeon, has now prepared a report
regarding the condition of the patient, and it will be a warning to all patriotic citizens. Because
of arguments and intolerance among his subordinate doctors, the general is extremely
disappointed and worried about the health of the patient. “If there isn’t going to be any change
after the surgery, there isn’t any hope for recovery.” There is no need to check the chart for the
history of its disease or mention the general’s name. From day one of the coup, General Park
exercised sacrificial leadership. His fight against corruption has never slowed or wavered.With
great interest in employment, the weak economy, weakening agriculture, and political instability,
General Park made every effort to reform and rebuild them, but he made a small mistake due
to too much unwarranted worry and lack of experience. When considering the importance of
the task that needs to be done and the cause of the mistake, what is required more is
understanding and bold effort.Although all parties have been consistently arguing that
establishing the welfare of the people by overcoming all personal greed and the interests of a
party is most urgent above everything, it is a sad reality that politicians have been selfish
without exception. Although democracy is defined as the government by the representatives of
the people who were freely elected by the people, for the people, and of the people, the
shameful democracy of Korea was a government of the people for the politicians and by the
politicians.If the sacrificial resolution of General Park, who abdicated his candidacy for
president, does not become a chance for us to repent of our shameful greed for power and
selfishness, his unprecedented patriotic resolution will go to nothing. We have to quickly decide
whether we will fight an old fight in the midst of our selfishness and corruption or whether we
will follow the serving and sacrificial spirit of the March 1st Movement. If we fail to make the
right choice, our Korea will fall into a pit where traitors and cowards run wild without any room
for salvation.
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